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I invite you to continue exploring our 20th anniversary season 
to celebrate, nurture, and promote the Arts through diversity, 
entertainment, and education. 

RCA enjoyed a busy season in 2022 with a buzz of activity, and we are 
looking forward to continuing that atmosphere in 2023 to provide 
quality live entertainment and engaging arts education. We are excited 
to share our program guide with you, so you can see what’s coming up, 
including brand-new workshops for adults and youth, as well as top-
notch theatre and music performances.

Our RCA Presents Series is our signature live event series, bringing 
memorable performances and engaging audience experiences from live 
music and stand-up comedy to innovative theatre and stunning dance 
presentations. Mark your calendar on February 11 and 12 as RCA presents 
an unforgettable evening filled with popular jazz standards and ballads 
made famous by the multi-Grammy-winning ‘first lady of song’ Ella 
Fitzgerald. In Prelude to a Kiss, the award-nominated international 
recording artist Leina Deboer creates an intimate portrait of the woman, 
the artist, and the American legend she became.

Become a member and support our mission by joining the KVPACS 
society. The RCA relies on the generosity of its patrons, sponsors, 
and funders to delivering its many arts education programs and live 
audience experiences as a charitable non-profit. By contributing, you 
can help us ensure that these important programs continue to be 
accessible, exciting, and diverse. 

It is with great pleasure that I extend my sincere gratitude to all who 
support us with their passion and dedication, especially our valuable 
volunteers, as we work to enhance art and culture in Kelowna, a special 
place to live.

Join us as we continue to 
celebrate our 20th anniversary
Welcome from our executive director,
Colleen Fitzpatrick



A TASTE OF ROME IN THE 
HEART OF KELOWNA’S 
CULTURAL DISTRICT 
From classic pastas to silky gelato, and from  
crisp focaccia to bracing espresso, Roma Nord 
specializes in authentic Roman cuisine, 
hand-prepared with the freshest Okanagan 
produce. Located in the Rotary Centre for the 
Arts North Atrium, Roma Nord offers dine-in and 
takeout, and is proud to be the preferred 
catering option for the Rotary Centre for the Arts. 

OPEN
Tuesday to Saturday from 9:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Closed on Sunday and Monday

romanordbistro.ca236-420-0125

ciao@romanordbistro.ca 421 Cawston Avenue, Kelowna BC 

A TASTE OF ROME IN THE 
HEART OF KELOWNA’S 
CULTURAL DISTRICT 
From classic pastas to silky gelato, and from  
crisp focaccia to bracing espresso, Roma Nord 
specializes in authentic Roman cuisine, 
hand-prepared with the freshest Okanagan 
produce. Located in the Rotary Centre for the 
Arts North Atrium, Roma Nord offers dine-in and 
takeout, and is proud to be the preferred 
catering option for the Rotary Centre for the Arts. 

OPEN
Tuesday to Saturday from 9:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Closed on Sunday and Monday

romanordbistro.ca236-420-0125

ciao@romanordbistro.ca 421 Cawston Avenue, Kelowna BC 
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presents:

SUZIE VINNICK & LLOYD SPIEGEL 

Wednesday, January 25, 7:30 pm | $39 - $49 

RCA Presents brings you a double bill of award-winning blues 
artists from opposite ends of the globe. Canadian Suzie Vinnick and 
Australian Lloyd Spiegel will take you on a musical journey you won’t 
soon forget.

This event is supported by Canadian Heritage, the Province of BC, BC 
Touring Council, the BC Arts Council, the City of Kelowna, and PARC 
Retirement Living.

CASSIE & MAGGIE MACDONALD

Saturday, February 4, 7:30 pm | $45 

RCA Presents is thrilled to welcome Juno-nominated siblings, Cassie 
and Maggie MacDonald, to perform their unique blend of traditional 
and contemporary Celtic music. They have been recognized for their 
talents with achievements such as their 2018 JUNO nomination, 17 
awards and nominations for Canadian Folk Music, East Coast Music, 
and Music Nova Scotia, and Chicago Irish American News’ Female 
Vocal Album of the Year award.

This event is supported by Canadian Heritage, the Province of BC, BC 
Touring Council, the BC Arts Council, the City of Kelowna, and PARC 
Retirement Living.



WE'VE GOT THE NEW CR-V HYBRID.

2023
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presents:

PRELUDE TO A KISS - THE MUSIC OF ELLA FITZGERALD

February 11 & 12, 7:30 pm | $46 - $56

Don’t miss an unforgettable evening filled with popular jazz standards 
and ballads made famous by the multi-Grammy-winning ‘first lady 
of song’ Ella Fitzgerald. Set against a stunning background, this 
performance stars award-nominated international recording artist and 
British Columbia-based actress, Leina Deboer.

This event is supported by Canadian Heritage, the Province of BC,
BC Touring Council, the BC Arts Council, the City of Kelowna, and 
PARC Retirement Living.

YUK YUK’S – I AM WOMAN HEAR ME LAUGH 

Thursday, March 9, 7:30 pm | $45 

Join us for an evening of laughter! In honour of International 
Women’s Day, we celebrate with hilarious stand-up sets by 
comedians; Jane Stanton, Amber Harper-Young & Sharon Mahoney 
live in the Mary Irwin Theatre.

This event is supported by Canadian Heritage, the Province of BC, 
BC Touring Council, the BC Arts Council, the City of Kelowna, and 
PARC Retirement Living.



2023 Winter/Spring
MAINSTAGE CONCERTS

MARMEN QUARTET
2:00 pm Sunday February 5, 2023

Single tickets $55 (adult) $20 (student). Available through RCA Box Office.
Info at: chambermusickelowna.ca - info@chambermusickelowna.ca

Mary Irwin Theatre, Rotary Centre for the Arts, Kelowna, BC

ROBERT DEMAINE Cello
PETER TAKÁCS Piano
7:30 pm Friday March 10, 2023

MONTROSE TRIO
7:30 pm Saturday April 29, 2023

Dates, Artists, and Programs are subject to change.  
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UPCOMING SPRING AT THE RCA
Spring into spring with thrilling performances happening in the Mary Irwin Theatre by some of Canada’s best artists. 
Mark your calendar so you don’t miss out on any of these unique events. Tickets are available now.

presents:

CLASSICAL ENCHANTMENT
with Pablo Diemecke & Diemahler Ensemble  

Monday, April 10 | 7:30 pm

SEAN MCCANN   

Wednesday, May 10 | 7:30 pm

THE COMIC STRIPPERS   

Friday, May 12 | 8:00 pm



EXPLORE  THE

LEARN MORE AT KELOWNA.CA/CULTURE
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presents:
The RCA Indigenous Resilience Festival (IRF) celebrates Indigenous communities and Indigenous presenters, through activities 
that promote pride. Cultural performances honour Indigenous communities’ resilience from across British Columbia, especially 
among Indigenous communities during the pandemic. In partnership with the University of Victoria School of Business, this 
multidisciplinary arts festival showcases Indigenous theatre, music, dance, art and Aboriginal crafts, providing an opportunity 
for cultural engagement with Indigenous artists at the cutting edge of cultural resistance.

We invite you to join the RCA for a day full of great performances by 50 artists representing various Indigenous communities.

Kelowna is situated on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded land of the syilx/Okanagan people who have resided here since time immemorial.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2023
in the Mary Irwin Theatre
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Adult Art Programs Workshops and classes to help you explore your creativity 

DANCE AND MOVE

Wednesdays, Jan. 4 – Mar. 29, 
1:00 pm- 2:00 pm
Salloum Rehearsal Hall 
$10 suggested donation
 
Dance & Move is a time to honour your body’s 
desire to move. The session starts with an opening 
circle followed by the playing of a recorded playlist 
of danceable music. Dance as you please! Talking 
is discouraged.

Instructors: Shawn Byfield and Manny de Jesus

BEGINNER BELLY DANCE
 
Wednesdays, Jan. 24 – Feb. 14, 
6:00 pm-7:15 pm 
Sun FM Dance Studio | $90
 
Join Leona from Kelowna for a four-week 
session of Bellydance. Starting with a gentle 
warm-up, a beautiful mantra, and a smile on 
your face, Leona will take you on a movement 
journey aimed at bringing out the dancer and 
goddess within. 

Instructor: Leona Finlayson

FLAMENCO DANCE
 
Tuesdays, Jan. 17 – Feb. 21, 
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Salloum Rehearsal Hall  | $150
 
Learn the fiery dance of Flamenco!
We will warm our bodies with stretching 
and drills, move on to technique, practice, 
and culminate in a traditional flamenco 
choreography.

Instructor: Tascheleia Marangoni
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Adult Art Programs cont’d 

SUMINAGASHI

Saturday, Mar. 11,
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Paint Studio | $65
 
Suminagashi is a traditional Japanese art 
form that floats ink above water and produces 
concentric bands of colour by floating ink. By 
cooperating with the elements of nature, this 
workshop teaches the artist how to control the 
floating pigments through the viscosity and 
surface tension of the water.
 
Instructor: Candace Thayer-Coe 

ADULT GROUP GUITAR LESSONS
 
Tuesdays, Jan. 17 – Feb. 28,
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
Salloum Rehearsal Hall | $200
 
In a group setting, students will gain 
knowledge of basic chords, strumming, simple 
fingerpicking, and sight reading. Musical 
selections will be taken from a variety of styles 
to introduce students to different types of 
music.
Ages 15+. Please bring your own instrument. 

Instructor: Peter Raszka

Upcoming Spring 2023 
 
DANCE YOUR BODY / 
MOVE YOUR HEART  
 
These classes feature gentle physical warmups 
based on tai chi exercises, low-impact stepping 
patterns, and simple movement phrases. 
Danced to a variety of music, the movement 
phrases become instant dance creations 
to share with each other - playful, uplifting, 
energizing and fun! 
For adults 55+

Instructor: Claudia Moore
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Youth Art Programs Classes and workshops, to spark creativity in kids and teens

YOUTH GROUP GUITAR LESSONS

Tuesdays, Jan. 17 – Feb. 28, 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
Salloum Rehearsal Hall | $200
 
A relaxed and informal atmosphere will make 
learning fun for beginner students. In a group 
setting, students will gain knowledge of basic 
chords, strumming, simple finger picking, and 
sight reading. Musical selections will be taken 
from a variety of styles to introduce students to 
different types of music.
Ages 9 - 14. Please bring your own instrument.

Instructor: Peter Raszka

HORROR WRITING WORKSHOP
 
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 4:30 pm – 7:30 pm  
Paint Studio | $30

It’s time to get creepy! This genre-bending 
workshop will take students through the 
horrors of . . . well . . . writing a horror. We’ll 
explore common horror tropes in storytelling, 
the formula for building a chilling tale, and put 
together a complete story outline for a horror 
movie.
Appropriate for youth ages 13 - 18.

Instructor: Andrew Buckley

 STREET DANCE WORKSHOP
 
Thursday, Jan. 26, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Sun FM Studio  | $15
 
In this one-day workshop, experience street 
dance culture with performance artist, Manny 
de Jesus. Participants can expect to learn 
beginner-friendly dance moves in traditional 
street styles like House, Locking, and Hip-Hop. 
The workshop will conclude with a group 
freestyle circle to practice new moves. 
Ages 15+

Instructor: Manny de Jesus
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Youth Art Programs Classes and workshops, to spark creativity in kids and teens

INTRODUCTION TO STREET DANCE

Tuesdays, Feb. 21 – Mar. 14,
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Sun FM Studio | $80

A beginner-friendly workshop series dedicated to 
teaching you the basics of street dance culture, 
focusing on House, Locking, and Hip-Hop 
styles. Each class will highlight the culture and 
fundamental movement behind each specific 
style.
Ages 15+

Instructor: Manny de Jesus

AFTER-SCHOOL ANIME
 
Thursdays, Jan. 26 – Mar. 2,
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm  
Paint Studio | $160

Join us for after-school art and technique 
lessons using real production materials and 
secrets from the anime and manga industry. 
We aim to create a welcoming environment 
for art mentorship and to find new friends 
with common interests! 
Ages 12-18

Instructor: Brock Gratz

New! 
RCA ROCK SCHOOL

Tuesdays, Apr. 4 – May 9, 2023 
 
The RCA Rock Camp introduces youth ages 
11 to 14 to rock music through beginner 
music lessons, rock history, and band 
etiquette. Through hands-on lessons and 
teamwork, registrants will learn fundamental 
abilities in music performance, confidence, 
and interpersonal skills. As part of the series, 
registrants and instructors will perform in 
the Mary Irwin Theatre and other studio 
spaces at the RCA as well as a final ticketed 
concert on the last day. Let’s rock!



Active. Connected. Vibrant.
You'll notice something very different about PARC Retirement Living. We get involved at 
every level. We not only build and operate all our premium retirement residences, but we 
also connect with and contribute to the well-being of the local communities we're part of. 
And we do it all with a whole lot of heart.

parcliving.ca



Accessible community
art programs 

C O N N E C T

RCA’s Community Programs are designed 
to connect our community through arts, 
culture, and creativity. By providing free, 
by-donation, or low-cost access to quality 
live entertainment and arts education, our 
Community Programs play a key role in 
fulfilling our mission to celebrate, nurture, 
and promote the arts in the Central 
Okanagan.

More than just a bit of fun, our community 
programs incorporate essential elements 
of mentorship and education, and help 
to support the development of the next 
generation of  Okanagan artists. From blues 
to mambo, and from jazz to hand-drumming, 
RCA’s community programs offer something 
for audiences and artists of all ages.
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JAZZ JAM

Every Thursday at 5:00 PM
in the RCA Atrium  

Hosted by Craig Thomson and Stephen 
Buck, the RCA’s weekly Jazz Jam has been 
entertaining audiences and providing 
invaluable mentorship opportunities to young 
musicians for more than ten years.

SCHOOL OF BLUES

Every third Thursday at 7:15 PM
in the RCA Atrium (after Jazz Jam)  

Hosted by Sherman Doucette, School of Blues 
is one of Kelowna’s longest-running dedicated 
Blues nights. Join us in the RCA Atrium for a 
monthly night of top-flight live entertainment 
from some of Canada’s most accomplished 
and respected Blues musicians. 

TRICIA AT THE RCA

February 2 and March 2  at 7:15 PM
in the RCA Atrium (after Jazz Jam)  

Tricia Dalgleish began playing piano at the age 
of five and has spent her life deeply involved in 
music. She has been performing professionally 
with various ensembles for over 20 years and is 
currently playing and singing in Major Mambo, 
a Latin band, as well as performing in various 
combos and on a solo basis. 

Community Programs Free to attend.
Musicians are supported by your generous donations.
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FEEL THE RHYTHM DRUM CIRCLE

Every first, third and fifth Wednesday, 
7:00-9:00 PM in the Harmony Honda Painting 
& Drawing Room

There are four intentions of a drum circle: 
to explore your inner rhythm, to promote 
community, to increase health awareness, 
and to have fun! Drums are provided for those 
without their own. Join this nonjudgmental 
environment with friendly people and get your 
drum on. 
 
Attendance is $10 per session.

OPEN MIC

Every first, third and fifth Tuesday,
6:00-8:00 PM in the RCA Atrium  

Musicians, spoken word artists, and comedians 
of all genres, ages, and skill levels are welcome. 
The RCA provides a PA system and piano. 
Otherwise, we request that musicians bring 
their own instruments. Support for this event 
has been provided by the BC Arts Council Arts 
Impact fund 

Free to attend. Musicians are compensated 
by your donations.

DRAW YOUR ART OUT

Mondays. 9:30 am – 12:00 pm in Harmony 
Honda Painting & Drawing Room  

Draw Your Art Out is an open studio program 
that provides a casual, supportive environment 
for people to gather safely, make art, and 
express themselves in a variety of visual art 
forms. The goal of the program is to create 
community, facilitate self-understanding, and 
nurture interpersonal connections. The session 
is drop-in and pre-registration is not required.

Drop-in. $5 suggested donation.

Community Programs cont’d 



NOR-VAL.COM

6 LOCATIONS VALLEY-WIDE

Call Toll Free : 877-667-7368

KELOWNA:
770 Finns Road
Kelowna, BC
V1X 5B5
Tel: 778-753-6868

WEST KELOWNA: 
2103 Louie Dr.
West Kelowna, BC
V4T 1Y2
Tel: 778-754-5505

Home & Garden Equipment, Aerial Lift, Compaction, Climate Control,
Earth Movers. Light & Power Solutions & more...

Proud equipment sponsor of the Rotary Centre for the Arts
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CONNECT

Our Community Programs provide
live entertainment, mentorship, and 
arts education free or by donation. 
RSVPs are encouraged, but not 
required. Drop-ins welcome.

Jazz Jam - Page 18

School of Blues - Page 18

Tricia at the RCA - Page 18

Feel the Rhythm 
Drum Circle - Page 19

Open Mic - Page 19

Draw Your Art Out - Page 19

Winter 2023 at a Glance
KEEP YOUR CALENDAR UP TO DATE WITH ALL OUR EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND WORKSHOPS.
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C O N N E C TE X P E R I E N C E L E A R N



Shop Now at 
staplesprint.ca/signs

2339 BC-97 Unit 430, Kelowna, BC
(250) 979-7920

print big 
at Staples.



BECOME A MEMBER

As a charitable non-profit organization, the RCA depends on the generosity of our patrons, sponsors, and 
funders to deliver our many arts education programs and live audience experiences. Your donation will help 
us ensure that these important programs remain diverse, exciting, and accessible. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:

• Invitations to special events as a member VIP • Invitation to Gallery Opening Receptions

• 24-Hour advance ticket purchase opportunity for best seats for RCA Presents series performances

• Priority Box Office Services for ticket change requests and no fees

• 15% discount on art purchased from RCA’s Gallery walls

• 10% off all RCA classes and workshops

• Bi-monthly email newsletter

• An invitation to and voting privileges at RCA’s annual AGM 
 

Memberships are only $20 annually and can be purchased online or at our box office.

Become a member and support our mission 
by joining the KVPACS Society $20



Printing 
sponsored by

The RCA extends its thanks to all its sponsors. Your support makes it possible for us to serve our community. 

Thanks to our generous sponsors and supporters

RotaryCentrefortheArts.com

250.717.5304

@RotaryCentrefortheArts

@RotaryArtCentre


